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PHILOSOPHY AT THE CHICAGO EXPOSITION. 

It may be that many lovers of philosophic thought do not sufficiently under- 
stand the possible importance that attaches to the proposed " World's Philosoph- 
ical Congress," to be held in Chicago during (probably) the latter part of August, 
1893. Much effort has been expended in order to bring the Congress to the 
notice of that class of scholars ; but the absence of anything resembling an 
organized philosophical body, compels a vast amount of detailed work, pro- 
ducing the desired result indeed, but much too slowly for the time at our dis- 
posal. Therefore the aid has been asked of the philosophical journals, seeing 
that through them a multitude could be reached by a single letter. Moreover 
the writers for such journals and their readers are precisely those from whom 
a Philosophical Congress must be formed. 

It is significant that every journal has, like this Review, in the interest of 
philosophy, promptly and cordially offered its pages to the " Local Managing 
Committee," in order to aid both this committee and the philosophic world to 
act and co-operate in the endeavor to assemble a Congress that shall truly 
represent the present status of philosophy in the civilized world. 

The World's Congress Auxiliary is constituted as follows : — 1. A Central 
Organization, authorized by the Directory of the World's Columbian Expo- 
sition, and recognized by the Government of the United States as the proper 
agency to conduct a series of World's Congresses in connection with the 
Exposition. 

2. A Local Committee of Arrangements for each Congress. This Com- 
mittee constitutes the means of communication and action between the 
Auxiliary and persons and organizations that will participate in a given Con- 
gress. This Committee of Arrangements consists of a comparatively small 
number of persons who, with few exceptions, reside in or near the place 
where the Congress is to be held. 

3. Advisory Councils. Each Committee has adjoined to it, and con- 
stituting its non-resident, but active, branch, an Advisory Council, composed 
of persons eminent in the work involved, and selected from many parts of the 
world. The members of such Councils co-operate with the proper Committees 
by individual correspondence. 

4. General Honorary and Corresponding Members are also appointed. 
They are invited to give their advice and co-operation in relation to the whole 
series of the proposed Congresses. 

5. Committees of Co-operation, appointed by particular organizations, are 
recognized by the Auxiliary as representatives of Societies or Institutions, and 
are cordially invited to an active participation in the World's Congress work. 

The General Objects of the World's Congress Auxiliary are 1. To provide 
for the proper presentation of the Intellectual and Moral Progress of the 
World, in connection with the Columbian Exposition of 1893, in a series 
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of World's Congresses under the auspices of the Auxiliary, with the assist- 
ance of the leaders in all the chief departments of human achievement. 

2. More particularly, to provide places of meeting and other facilities, for 
appropriate organizations of a kindred nature to unite in World's Congresses 
in Chicago, at a convenient time during the Exposition season of 1893, for the 
consideration of the living questions pending in their respective departments ; 
and to arrange and conduct a series of Popular Congresses in which will be 
presented summaries of the progress made, and the most important results 
attained in the several departments of civilized life, voiced by the ablest living 
representatives whose attendance can be procured. 

3. To provide for the proper publication of the proceedings of such Con- 
gresses, as the most valuable and enduring memorial of the World's Columbian 
Exposition of 1893. 

4. To bring all the departments of human progress into harmonious rela- 
tions with each other in the Exposition of 1893 ; to crown the whole glorious 
work by the formation and adoption of better and more comprehensive plans 
than have hitherto been made ; to promote the progress, prosperity, unity, 
peace, and happiness of the world ; and to secure the effectual prosecution 
of such plans by the organization of a series of world-wide fraternities through 
whose efforts and influence the moral and intellectual forces of mankind may 
be made dominant throughout the world. 

As far as practicable the several Departments of the World's Congress 
Auxiliary have been planned to bring to Chicago, during the time assigned 
to the Department, the largest number of kindred organizations for simul- 
taneous or alternate sessions, thus enabling persons interested in several 
subjects of a kindred character reasonable opportunities to attend several 
Congresses, without a too prolonged stay at the Exposition. 

The Government of the United States, recognizing the World's Congress 
Auxiliary as the proper agency to conduct a series of International Con- 
gresses, in connection with the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893, has 
directed the Diplomatic and the Consular Officers of the United States in all 
countries to request " that a convenient number of the most eminent repre- 
sentatives of the various departments of human progress, be selected as 
delegates to attend the respective Congresses, by or under the direction of 
the Government to which they are respectively accredited, in addition to 
those who will come as the representatives of the leading institutions and 
societies of different countries ; and to extend the assurance that the largest 
practicable participation of foreign peoples and Governments in the whole 
series of the Congresses is especially desired ; and that such a co-operation on 
the part of other Governments will, it is confidently believed, tend in the 
highest degree to promote, strengthen, and extend those fraternal relations 
and mutual benefits which may now justly be regarded as the supreme objects 
of international intercourse, and as involving a higher civilization and a 
broader human progress." 

In addition to such Governmental delegates, the World's Congress Aux- 
iliary also most cordially invites the appropriate institutions and societies of 
other countries to create Committees of Co-operation, to appoint delegates 
and otherwise contribute, as far as may be in their power, to the success of 
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the Congresses to be held at Chicago in 1893. Individuals eminent in any 
department of human progress are also particularly and cordially invited to 
attend the Congresses in which they are respectively interested. 

However great may be the honor and advantage which any nation will 
derive from a participation in the magnificent material exhibit already assured, 
it is not too much to say that a higher glory and more lasting benefits may 
be secured by sending its eminent men and women to take part in the 
World's Congresses of 1893. 

The World's Congresses of 1893 will be held in the Permanent Memorial 
Art Palace, erected on the Lake Front Park, through the co-operation of the 
Art Institute of Chicago, the City of Chicago, and the Directory of the 
World's Columbian Exposition. This " World's Congress Art Palace " will 
have two large audience rooms arranged to seat about three thousand 
persons each ; and more than twenty smaller rooms, which will accommodate 
from three hundred to seven hundred persons each. Meetings of such a 
character as to draw a large popular audience will be held in the main audi- 
ence rooms, while meetings of Chapters or Sections of different Congresses 
for the discussion of subjects of a more limited interest, will be held in the 
smaller rooms. It will thus be possible to have two General Congresses and 
twenty Special Congresses or Conferences in session at the same time, and to 
have three times as many meetings within a single day by arranging different 
programmes for morning, afternoon, and evening sessions ; but it is not antic- 
ipated that so many daily meetings will be required in any Department of the 
World's Congress work ; nor that, as a general rule, any Congress or Section 
will desire to meet more than once or twice in a given day. 

The Committees of the Auxiliary are actively engaged, with the assistance 
of their Advisory Councils and Committees of Co-operation, in arranging the 
Programmes for the different Congresses, and much progress in this direction 
has been made. It is expected that most of the Programmes will be ready for 
announcement before the close of the present year. In these Programmes 
the dates of the various Congresses of the several Departments will be more 
specifically announced. 

The foregoing consists chiefly of extracts from the General Circular of 
Information issued by Hon. C. C. Bonney, President of the Auxiliary, and 
signed by the General Secretary of the Exposition. The following points are 
deserving of special attention, although any one deeply interested would gain 
by carefully reading the whole, so as to see on how thorough and generous a 
plan the Exposition has provided for the success of the whole enterprise 
covered by the World's Congress Auxiliary. Notice should be taken 

First. Of the three departments found in each Congress : — 

(a) The Local Committee of Arrangements. 

(&) The Advisory Councils. 

(c) The Corresponding Members. 

Those wishing to co-operate can best do so by noting the place and function 
of each one of these departments. 

Secondly. It is important that provision is made for the " publication of 
the proceedings of Congresses," so that the philosophical work done in 
Chicago, which, it may be presumed, will be of a very high character, will be 
put at once in a form permanent and most available for further usefulness. 
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Thirdly. The grouping of kindred organizations in point of time gives to 
each assurance of an audience of the largest and most sympathetic character. 

Fourthly. The Foreign work marked out, and much of it already accom- 
plished, by the Auxiliary. In this region, it is obvious that something more 
than passive sympathy will be required in order to bring European and other 
Foreign philosophy into close active relationship with the Congress. 

Fifthly. Lest doubt should linger in the minds of some respecting the ability 
of the Auxiliary to provide suitable accommodation for so many Congresses, 
attention is called to the section bearing on this point ; and in addition it may 
be added that if for special meetings philosophy should require an audience 
room capable of seating 10,000 persons, such a room will be placed at the dis- 
posal of the Congress. 

Circulars giving full information respecting the whole auxiliary scheme 
have been distributed so freely, that it hardly seems possible for them to have 
missed any proper recipient. This was done through the general office of the 
Auxiliary. 

The Local Committee was compelled, as its only resource, to open personal 
correspondence witn men of well-known philosophical attainments, and of 
national reputation. The first point to ascertain was, how much such men 
were interested in the proposed Congress, and whether they would contribute 
and co-operate towards its success. It is gratifying to report that the response 
has been sufficiently pronounced and cordial to settle it beyond all question 
that a Congress can be assembled here which for numbers, representative 
weight, thoroughness of work, philosophic ability — in short, for everything 
that goes to constitute a philosophical Congress — will be an unqualified suc- 
cess. The active co-operation of the philosophic world is all that is required 
to insure this result. 

But if philosophic thinkers, those who ought to be most deeply interested 
in this Congress are entirely passive in the matter, each one waiting for the 
other to take the initiative, or for the Auxiliary alone to evolve the Congress 
out of the depths of the Committee of Arrangements, the great opportunity of 
Philosophy will be lost. For, in point of fact, such an opportunity has never 
occurred in America heretofore, and is not likely to recur for a century, of 
assembling and meeting such a world of thinkers, and confronting them with 
such an appreciative audience, — for the educators and thinkers in all depart- 
ments will then be present in great numbers. Then, if ever, Philosophy 
ought to let her light shine. 

When it is said that such numbers of those who would gladly be the 
audience of Philosophy will be here, it is said advisedly and positively. 

It is now known to the management of the Auxiliary that over one hundred 
Congresses will be held under its auspices ; that several of these will number 
thousands of representatives, and many more their hundreds. 

It may not be amiss to add, that, owing to the utter lack of organization im 
Philosophy, it has required more work on the part of the Committee of 
Arrangements, personal and clerical, to insure a prospective meeting of fifty 
representative thinkers, than it did to organize perfectly at least one scientific 
Congress that will number five thousand. Nevertheless, we anticipate a 
Philosophical Congress of not less than one thousand. 
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What may be called the nucleus of an " Advisory Council " has accepted 
appointment as such, and it is constituted as follows — the names being 
alphabetically arranged : — 

Professor Nicholas M. Butler, Columbia College, N.Y. 

Professor Thomas Davidson, Keene, Essex Co., N.Y. 

Dr. William T. Harris, Washington, D.C. 

Professor John Clark Murray, McGill College, Montreal, Canada. 

Professor Josiah Royce, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 

Professor Paul Shoray, Chicago University, Chicago, 111. 

President J. G. Schurman, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 

Received later : — 

Professor G. H. Howison, University of California, Berkeley, Cal. 

William M. Bryant, Esq., St. Louis, Mo. 

Professor J. McBride Sterrett, Columbian University, Washington, D.C. 

As many more names, recommended by these, have been asked to take 
place also on this council ; and more, to be recommended in like manner, 
will be added just as quickly as the names are given to the Auxiliary, until an 
u Advisory Council " is formed, as large, and as thoroughly representative as 
possible, and this we must regard as representing the organized Congress on 
the philosophic side, and will co-operate with and serve it accordingly cheer- 
fully, and to our uttermost. 

Papers have been promised to the Committee, as many in number, and as 
excellent in quality, as the above Advisory Council. But nothing more is 
said for the present on this point, until a larger Advisory body can be con- 
sulted as to the details of arrangement best suited to secure a fair representation 
of all Philosophy. One thing, however, is certain : the difficulty will not be 
to obtain enough and good enough work, but to do justice to the large amount 
that will be offered. 

Correspondents can aid first and most of all, so far as this Committee is 
concerned, by answering all correspondence promptly and decisively . In this 
philosophic movement time is an element of importance. 

Give to the Committee any suggestions deemed important. 

Advise the Committee as to persons whose presence at the Congress would 
be most valuable, and communicate with those persons, urging the importance 
of the Congress. 

If possible, call together somewhere groups of such persons, and let them 
outline a programme of proceedings, a list of desirable subjects, or determine 
upon a place of meeting for consultation and further arrangement — i.e., a 
meeting with some members of the Committee of Arrangements — to be held 
as soon as possible. 

Determine who shall constitute the "Committee of Foreign Correspon- 
dence " ; for this is one of the most important of all the committees, since upon 
its composition and conduct depends the amount of interest that foreign 
thinkers will take in the Congress. 

Finally, in order that this Committee may make monthly reports of progress 
to those intending to participate in the Congress, it needs to be regularly 
informed of all co-operative movements. 

The first report of the kind will be mailed about Dec. i. 

R. M. FOSTER, M.D. 

Chairman Committee of Arrangements. 
553 Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, 111. 



